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Historians believe that human beings first

appeared on Earth about 1.5 million years ago. The
development of human beings on this Earth is a

Very interesting process. Earliest humans were

food gatherers, hunters and nomads. Always in

search of food and shelter, they travelled from one
Place to another, hunted animals and gathered
fruits, roots, seeds and nuts.

When there was shortage of animals or plants in
one area, they moved to another area in search of
food. They considered it safer to move in groups
rather than wander about all alone. A group
generally consisted of a few men and women and
children who stayed together with the elders.
Early humans led a primitive life. They remained
without clothes during summers but in the winter
season, they wore animal skins, leaves and the
bark of trees to keep themselves safe from severe
cold. They used to spend their nights on trees or in
rock shelters and caves, that protected them from
wild animals when asleep.

PW DO WEKNOWABOUT THESE PEOPLE

ome to know a lot about the earliest human
bs from their evidences in the form of stone

tools and weapons. During the prehistoric period,
human beings defended themselves against'all
types of wild animals using stones by attaching
them to haridles of bones or wood and by making
weapons in the form of spears or arrows. They also
hunted animals with these weapons. The stones
helped early humansin different ways. For example:

®* Thestones were used to hunt animals.

* They were used to remove the skin of
animals, cut meat and bones.

* Stoneswerealsoused to cuttreesand clear forests.
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Hominids: According to scienti;ts,
hominids were not human beings
but they were similar to human
beings. Most of the scientists think
that human beings developed or
evolved from them.

THE STONEAGE

The main object used by early humans was
stone. They depended on stones for their survival;
thatis why this period is called the Stone Age.
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-454 a8e, the dimate changed dramatically. From
&:Ozu_ it became warm. The tools used by humans
durning this agewere bladesand burins,
Discovery Of Fire

During this period,

early humans learnt to light
the greatest discoveries made by
- Barly humans knew about fires.
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Early Humans Using Fire
How did humans learn to light a fire? Perhaps,
two : Stones were rubbed together producing
Sparksand the sparks fell on some dry leaveslying
nearby. Or perhaps, lightning struck a tree, and it
went up in flames. Early humans soon discovered
that they could use fire to keep themselves warm
in cold and to scare away wild animals.

They discovered that the flesh of animals tasted
better when heated on fire and learnt cooking.
The Mesolithic Age

The Mesolithic Age started around 10,000 BCE

and ended around 8,000 BCE. The climate

changed, and became dry and warm. Humans of

this age developed small, sharp, pointed stone

tools called microliths.
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Microliths are found in many parts | Vy
of India like Chhota Nagpur in |
Jharkhand and also on the banks of ; ¥ e
the River Ganga between Ghazipur .!’“-‘ 1) } }

‘and Varanasi in Uttar Pradesh. ‘
Microlith Tools
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Making Of Stone Tools .
Tools belonging to the three Stone Age periods
were foundh at many places. Stone was easily
available at that time, therefore, most of the tools
were made of stone. Early tools e made from
crude stone and were used for particular needs,
Later, they discovered flint, a type of StOI_le and
used it for making tools and weapons. Flint has
special qualities, it can chip easily and can be
moulded into different shapes.
Small and big stones were used to make tools and
weapons. Axe head, hammers and choppe.rs were
made from big stones. The axe head was tied to a
stick which made it a more efficient tool. Knives
and scrapers were made from small pieces of
stones. Arrows and spears made from smaller
stones were used to hunt animals.
Techniques Of Tool Making
The stone tools were produced by two distinct
techniques.
Stone On Stone: In this method, one hand of the
toolmaker firmly held the stone or core from which
the tool was to be made. With the other hand,
another stone was used as a hammer. This hammer
stone was used to strike off flakes from the core
stone till the required shape and size were obtained.

Pressure Flaking: In this method, the core stone
was placed on a firm ground or surface. The
hammer stone was
placed on a piece of bone
or stone that was placed
on the core to remove
flakes that could be
shaped into tools.

Pressure Flaking Method
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Uses Of Stone

The stone tools were used to dig the ground, hung
anirmals and skin them, cut trees, scrape the barks

of trees, chop meat, fruits and wood and to stitch
animal skins for making clothes.
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1. Microliths were usedin..........
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ROCK PAINTINGS

Early humans lived in caves and they decorated
them with paintings on the walls. These
drawings were of running wild horses, bisons,
bears, stags and herds of other animals, Some of

These paintmigs aisa show miew hamieg ufer
growpes or adorne), riding wemen grindimg amd
preparing food and dancing,
ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGES

As discussed earfier, e dimete of Ge world
changed around 12,000 years 2go. & became wamm
from cold. Due to fhis dunge grasshands
developed. This development moeased e
number of znimals that survived om grass.
rearing these animels themselves.

in different parts of the sub-coniinent Eaily
and where they grew. This might have been e
beginning of growing plants by basmans.

these are found in Madhya Pradesh and southern

Uttar Pradesh. Red, green, white and ochre
colours are used in the paintings.
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Early Rock Painting = Tools From

. » In Other Parts Of The World During That Time —

Rock paintings were also discovered elsewhere in the world, for
example, in France. Historians believe that such paintings were
made between 20,000 and 10,000 years ago. The ingredients of the
colours were mainly minerals like ochre or iron-ore, ?nd charcoal.
The subject of these paintings were animals like bisons, woolly
rhinoceros, reindeer and so on. It is believed that these rock
paintings were, perhaps, created on ceremonies' for special rituals |
or perhaps, by hunters before they went for hunting.
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B. Short Answer Questions
1. Whatis the Upper Palaeolithic Age?
2. Nametheanimals that are found in the early rock paintings.

3. Write a short note on the Palaeolithic Age.
4.  Write about any one technique of tool making,.
Long Answer Questions
1. Howdid early humans make use of stones during the prehistoric period?
2. How did changes in the environment influence the development of the early humans?
3.  Why wasthe discovery of fire considered an important achievement?
4. Why did the early humans lead a nomadic life?
D. HOTS (Higher Order Thinking Skills) Questions
1.~ How do you think yourlife differs from that of a child of the Stone Age?
2. Whatdorock paintings on cave walls reveal about the lifestyle of early humans?
Value Corner
Environmental changes have been occurring on this Earth from a long period of time. What are
~ the changes that you notice in the environment around you? If the changes are negative, what can
you do to minimise them?

M

Activity
TRAVEL THROUGH PREHISTORIC SITES

Imagine yourself as the owner of a travel agency. You have to prepare a travel brochure that is
designed to attract tourists to visit some prehistoric sites. Remember, the brochure should:

* becolourful, attractive and comprehensive,
® containrelevantinformation and pictures, and
® contain clear descriptions and locations of each site.

Picture Reading
Given below is a painting of the Stone Age Settlement.

Describe the scene in your own words in about 10 to 15
sentences, keeping in mind the location of the settlement, the
kinds of houses, the clothing and the other activities in
which the people are involved. What are the tools being
used? How are they being used? Can you notice anything ' 4"
which signifies that these people knew about fire?

Map Work

On a map of India, mark the important Stone Age sites.

You can also take help from these sites:
+ http://www.bradshawfoundation.com/india/bhimbetka.html

* hitp://www.mnh.si.edu/anthro/humanorigins/aop/hunsgi.html

Life Skill

uppose you are a farmer of the Neolithic Age living on the banks of the River Yamuna. Due to monsoo
oods, your farm has been partially destroyed. Write a diary entry expressing your feelings when y¢
re all your crops being submerged in flood. Also, write what you will do thereafter.
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